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Abstract

The economic migrant is a migrant who moves out of economic necessity. Often, economic
migrants are poor and from the Global South. In migration studies and the discourse of human
rights, the economic migrant is distinguished from the refugee. In the United States, the economic
migrant is also distinguished from the Dreamer, the would-be beneficiary of the Development, Relief,
and Education for Alien Minors Act. Young, bright, accomplished, and promising, the Dreamer has

been upheld as a contributor to the United States and as the latest iteration of the iconic immigrant.

In contrast, the economic migrant is perceived as a burden and threat. Juxtaposing the figures of
the Dreamer and the economic migrant, this talk explores the relationship of deservingness to social
and political belonging. | highlight the key role economic migrants play in the market as they blur
the boundaries of belonging in the United States. Ultimately, | argue that a concern for and
accountability to the normative immigrant and citizen are not enough in a just, equitable, and
healthy society. Instead, we must ask, who are “we” and what do we owe one another, irrespective

of citizenship status?
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