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Korean Media’s Biased Perspective
on Catalan Independence Movement

Ho Joon Yim
Seoul National University

Yim, Ho Joon(2018), “Korean Media’s Biased Perspective on Catalan
Independence Movement”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos,
29(2), 55-82.

Abstract Since Spain is one of the most popular travel destinations among
Koreans, recent Catalan independence movement attracted special attention and
became a hot issue across many Korean media. However, due to lack of
profound understanding on Spanish history and socio-political conditions of
Catalonia, Korean media portrayed biased perspective in approaching the issue.
Based on the prejudiced dichotomy that Spain and Madrid have been the
privileged and repressive center, and, on the other hand, Catalonia and Barcelona
have been the oppressed and exploited periphery, Korean TV programs and
weekly magazine columns are inclined to support Catalonia’s bid for secession.
Although many foreign newspapers see the Catalan issue in complex political
and economic conditions adopting neutral position, Korean media tend to simplify
itin good and evil. This is partly because Koreans who have long tradition of one
nation-state have difficulty in understanding the complex condition of multi-nation
country such as Spain. Further, Korean media, dominated by sensationalism,
shows tendancy of seeing political issues in black and white. This paper,
therefore, points out the misunderstanding and exaggeration of Korean Media
and provides detailed and impartial explication about the independence
movement of Catalonia.

Key words Catalonia Independence, Economic crisis of Spain, Castilla, Aragon,
El clasico, F.C. Barcelona, Real Madrid



