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(Echeverria 2000, 130-132).
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The baroque ethos of Bolivar Echeverria:
Search for ‘other’ modernity
of non-capitalism

Tae Hwan Ahn
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Ahn, Tae Hwan(2018), “The baroque ethos of Bolivar Echeverria: Search
for ‘other’ modernity of non-capitalism”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios
Iberoamericanos, 29(3), 25-59.

Abstract This article is the study on the discourses of Bolivar Echeverria about
the baroque ethos. Echeverria pursues the decolonial theories which emphasize
that the capitalist modernity began at the XVI century. But he concentrates on the
concept of the baroque ethos. According to Echeverria, the baroque ethos had
been shaped in Latin America after that the two different and heterogeneous
cultures(civilizations) collided, that is to say after experiencing the serious crises.
And so the XVII century is important. The baroque ethos does not comply the
modernity and the capitalism as hegemonic ideologies neither reject them at any
rate. For this reason, it does not be disclosed easily. Only when it comes to the
circumstances of crisis, it appears. In Lain America at the XVII century the two
different cultures became to be hybridized and showed up a new integration for
something ‘other’ distant from the original identities. This named Fernando Oritz
as ‘transculturation’. The cultural hybridization and the baroque ethos are both
sides of the same coin. And by the Jesuits had been carried out in Paraguay the
experimentation for ‘other’ value different from the capitalist modernity. The
concrete utopia for other modernity of no-capitalism is vivid now in Latin America
after the end of the XX century. This emphasizes Echeverria.

Key words Baroque ethos, Cultural hybridization. non-capitalism, other modernity,
transculturation
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