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Dirty War, Violence and Role

of the Theater in Colombia:

The Meaning of Animal Expression
in Fabio Rubiano’s

Cada vez que ladran los perros

Byeong Sun Song

University of Ulsan

Song, Byeong Sun (2018), “Dirty War, Violence and Role of the Theater in
Colombia: The Meaning of Animal Expression in Fabio Rubiano’s Cada vez
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95-120.

Abstract Fabio Rubiano is one of the best dramatists who illustrate the
characteristics of the New Colombian Theater since the 1990s. His drama “Cada
vez que ladran los perros (Every time dogs bark)’(1999) is a work that establishes
the relationship between tragedy and politics and symbolically sublimates the
most fearful impulse of the human being and the daily violence at the literary and
symbolic level. It also shows how the violence can be represented as a
performance through the metaphor of the animal, questioning the border between
the human being and the animal. Here, rationality, emotional capacity and self-
determination function as a key to a distinctive feature.

This article examines the relationship between the fragmented structure of this
work and the political situation in which the Right-wing paramilitarism engaged in
a renewed series of massacres and assassinations. And it analyzes the literary
meaning of the metamorphosis from the dog to human being and the term
‘humanity’ in order to reveal how the self-affirmation of human being is meant to
be ‘animal’ behavior. In other words, it shows the loss of ethical and social control
in the moment of the social crisis caused by the Dirty War through the humans
that look like dogs or dogs that turn into humans. In this way, Rubiano reveals
that the dehumanized and cruel human beings are the same as beasts and the
boundary between human beings and animals is questionable.

Key words Fabio Rubiano, Cada vez que ladran los perros, Paramilitarism,
Theatre and Politics, Human being and Beast



