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Religious Diversification and Utilization
of Common Resources in Rural Mexico
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Abstract Many changes occur in Latin America as the number of people who
convert from Catholic to Protestant increases. One of them is the growing conflicts
within society between Catholics and Protestants. When Protestants take a stand
against or hostile to Catholics, as seen in some Mexican communities, Catholics
can harass Protestants by means of arson, murder, physical attack, and expulsion
from the village. However, as Catholics and Protestants coexist within a society
in recent years, there have been many communities where they try to develop
harmonious social relationship through competition and cooperation. Especially
in communities where it is difficult to survive without cooperation due to poor
socioeconomic conditions, new forms of cooperation are emerging with the
participation of Catholics and Protestants. This type of collaboration is more
important, especially in a community that attempts to efficiently utilize common
resources, as each person feels that they can develop and manage resources
better through joint efforts rather than through their own interests.

In the case of the research area, certain kinds of conflicts between a small number
of Protestants and Catholics were found in the early days of the conversion, but
dialogue and cooperation were emphasized as the number of Protestants steadily
increased. In some cases, friendly competition between the two religious groups
has intensified the effective use of common resources. Relations between the two
religious groups have not deteriorated in that forest resources can not only
substantially enhance the economic interests of the community, but also improve
the living standards of its members and help economic stability.

In Nuevo Zooquiapam, it was agreed that villagers needed unity in order to
efficiently use the common resources owned by the village. So, Catholics believed
that it was economically advantageous to seek harmony by forming friendly
relations with Protestants. Protestants, led by clergy, also began to improve
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relations with Catholics and actively participated in major communal events in the
community. Also the community is located in mountainous areas and includes
large common forest areas. Moreover, it is difficult to cultivate farmland halfway
up the mountain with a small number of people. Therefore there is no sharp
conflict of economic interests among the villagers. Under these circumstances,
Catholics and Protestants felt it would be desirable to cooperate with each other.
As if the villagers were involved in a conflict due to religious issues, it would be
disadvantageous to make a living because of a huge blow to economic activities.
More specifically, the use of common resources has changed more efficiently
and systematically with the increase of Protestants. Thus, religious pluralism, a
cultural factor, played an important role in realizing the economic value of common
forest resources. Religious pluralism has contributed to increasing the profits from
common resources and developing the cohesiveness within society by
stimulating competition and cooperation, rather than fostering conflicts and
divisions within groups.

Key words common property, forest resources, religious diversification,
Protestantism, Catholicism, Mexico



