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Abstract In the mid-15th century, Tawantinsuyu was founded by the Inca that
set its base in Cuzco and militarily conquered the surrounding areas.
Tawantinsuyu, known as the land of “four quarters” and commonly referred to as
the Inca Empire, ruled over 10 million residents and the land that extended
4,000km to the north and south in around 1530. Areas subjugated to Tawantinsuyu
maintained their political and economic structures after being conquered by the
Incas. Cuzco the central place kept centralization of power while maintaining
regional independence. Reciprocity of the Andean society, along with
redistribution, functioned as the basic principle of Tawantinsuyu. This paper
analyzes political and economic structures of Tawantinsuyu prior to the Spanish
contact while focusing on reciprocity and redistribution based on the discussions
of Karl Polanyi and John Murra.

Key words Tahuantinsuyu(Tawantinsuyu), Andes, Inca, Reciprocity, Redistribution



