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A= o] AF o2 Wg Sh= 2 7HA|ol| &2 7] ok Reliquia) 2= E T
2 714 24 7F2 8 U Lorenzo Carmona) 7} 543t mjo|ch,

“Chino, chinito...”, habl6 el viejo Lorenzo Carmona.

“Diga, Leliquia...”, respondi6 el Chino. ... “jCalambal”

“¢Que hay, Lin?”

“{Hola, Leliquial!”

“Vengo por un trago para mi cacharro, oiga, Lin”, dijo Carmona.

“:Que va pala aliba otla ve, Leliquia?”'"(41)

Ale P& e SR Hohe A= U2tk 919 thStof| A 53] mpA|a)
T4 (:Que va pala aliba otla ve, Leliquia?) o= 41 2| 0] ‘v7} 5017} Ql+= o]
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oA SRR, | AJoteke) Higoll A= ol S BRal 9]¢l B 5 of AT
“Flesita, no me dejes!” — exclam¢ el Chino Lin

“De velas quielo casalme contigo! ... {Mi casa, mi almacén, Flesita
linda, tolo tuyo!...”'?(248)
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‘El chino’ and ‘La chinita’ — Stereotypical
and discriminatory representations

of Chinese migrants in Nicomedes
Guzman’s La luz viene del mar

Kyungjin Cho
The Cyber University of Korea

Cho, Kyungijin(2019), “El chino’ and ‘La chinita’ — Stereotypical and discriminatory
representations of Chinese migrants in Nicomedes Guzman’s La luz viene del
mar’, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 30(2), 45-79.

Abstract This study questions the place of early Chinese immigrants in the
Chilean national imagination through an analysis of their depiction and representation
in Nicomedes Guzman’s novel La luz viene del mar(1951). Guzman is one of
Chile’s ‘Generation of '38’, a venerable group of writers who came from humble
backgrounds to write, extol and support the working class and the burgeoning
Communist movement. In this novel, Guzman essentializes Chinese migrants
in the north of Chile by emphasizing and exaggerating exotic physical and
temperamental traits. He also juxtaposes Chinese migrants with those from
Western countries, to highlight differences in strength, character, courage,
desirability and sexual prowess. The Chinese come out as a far more inferior and
less desirable citizens for Chile. The story ends with the death and deportation of
the two Chinese characters, with no offsprings left in Chile, effectively effacing
their being from Chilean territory, and thus denying their continued presence in
the land. Through this analysis, | argue that Guzman may have been a writer
sympathetic to the proletariat cause and equality, but that he was not able to
overcome Eurocentric notions on immigration and citizenship, and racism.

Key words Chinese migrants, Chile, racism, Nicomedes Guzman, La luz viene
del mar
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