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Abstract The Chilean coup has been remembered in Korean society with
astonishing continuity and intensity. There is even a horizon of expectation for
Chilean literature, which is based on the Chilean coup narrative. Therefore, the
publishers also consider it when they select works to translate, and the academics
don't reject the trend. But the roots of this phenomenon date back to 1968, when
Soo-Young Kim translated the poetry of Neruda for the first time, and before that,
discovered Charles Wright Mills’ Listen, Yankee. A specific intellectual genealogy
that embraces Latin America and Latin American literature was determined in
that moment. This genealogy was taken over by Nam-Ju Kim who made it more
visible. Considering that he was an intellectual and poet who had already
prepared for the ideological radicalization of Korean society in the 1980s, he
became a bridge linking the generation of 1980s to the intellectual genealogy of
the 1960s when the interest for Latin American knowledge and literature was
increased. The preference for Chilean coup narrative, then, is not simply due to
the shared experience between the military dictatorships of South Korea and that
of Chile, but rather to the intellectual genealogy of equating modern Korean history
with Latin American history.

Key words Reception of Chilean Literature, Chilean Coup Narrative, Soo-Young
Kim, Listen, Yankee, Nam-Ju Kim
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