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Looking for the memory of marginalized
and distorted historical reality
— A study on the works of Luis Sepulveda —

Wang-Moo Yoo

Paichai University

Yoo, Wang-Moo(2020), “Looking for the memory of marginalized and distorted
historical reality — A study on the works of Luis Sepulveda —’, Revista Asiatica
de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 31(2), 107-131.

Abstract Luis Sepulveda has been paying attention to Chilean politics, human
rights, and social issues through various genres. The author has worked as a
member of UNESCO and Greenpeace to solve the acute problems of mankind.
Therefore, while dealing with historical realities, he links them to modern universal
political and social issues. His two works, "Marginalized histories; and THistories
of here and there; focus on political and social problems through memories of
alienated and oppressed figures and episodes related to them. These works
mainly illustrate anecdotes related to “the unknown heroes” rather than historical
figures. It's a story about little heroes who are unknown to us but deserve
applause. Sepulveda claims that we should not forget them. He argues that it is
important to know the past in order to understand the present and envisage the
future. The two works are significant in that they discuss a critical outlook on
marginalized and distorted historical reality. What the author actually wants,
however, is not despair and frustration, but a world of dreams and hopes. Beyond
the world we have experienced, he builds a future where universal human values
are recognized.
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