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Usmail: Repetition and Variation
of ‘Insulting World-Individual
Response-Death’

Sara Choe
Seoul National University

Choe, Sara(2020), “Usmail: Repetition and Variation of ‘Insulting World-
Individual Response-Death™, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos,
31(2), 133-154.

Abstract Usmail depicts the history of Vieques from the 1930s to the 50s
through lives of Usmail's family. The miserable life of the family, led by Quico (1st
generation)-Chefa (2nd generation)-Usmail (3rd generation), interacts with the
‘Insulting World'. This study intends to expand the reality of the novel-that was
obtained by detailed and specific regional-based realism to our contemporary
age by revealing insulting world's principle and the types of individual responses
of people. The pattern of response to the insulting world is analyzed for each
person. First, the principle Quico went through is dehumanization. His response
to the world and its outcome were paranoid delusions and death. Second, the
principle that Chefa experienced was colonization, and her response and its result
were subordination and death. Finally, the principle that Usmail went through was
militarization. Unlike the previous generations, Usmail does resistance and is
caught by the police. In this study, this is interpreted as a temporary death.
Usmail's family seek a survival way in insulting world that has strengthened
through generations. But the result is all death. The novel describes in detail how
difficult it is to live as a resisting human in insulting world. In addition, it draws the
conclusion that living as an unresisting human in insulting world results in death.
At the same time, through Usmail, it simultaneously shows the meaning and
limitations of the individual resistance. The situation of Usmail in the ending of the
novel can be read as the end of an era dominated by the pattern of ‘insulting
world-individual response-death’ and the beginning of a new era. Recognize the
principles of the insulting world, face the problem without distortion, and resist
‘together’. That is the moment when we start our life as the decent human being.

Key words Usmail, Vieques, Puerto Rico, Insult, Resistance
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