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Abstract This paper tries to examine the concept of plantation shown in La isla
que se repite: El Caribe y la perspectiva posmoderna of Antonio Benitez Rojo.
Although the term of ‘the Caribbean region’ is commonly used, there is also an
opinion that emphasizes internal differences due to geographical, cultural and
historical diversity. This is because there are many internal differences due to
differences in language, geographical conditions of the island, and differences
in historical experiences. In this situation, Benitez Rojo’s idea on La isla que se
repite suggests an understanding of the commonalities and internal differences
that exist in the Caribbean.

Benitez Rojo explains that while the plantation was a structural condition in the
process of forming Caribbean identity, the internal differences existing in the
region are also related to plantation installation. The timing of the plantations in
the Caribbean varies due to various factors, which have made meaningful
changes in relation to the activities of African slaves. The difference between the
areas where African slaves were able to actively interact with other cultural factors,
and those that were not, led to cultural differences within the Caribbean. Benitez
Rojo’s La isla que se repite focuses on structural factors that create regional
differences within the Caribbean.

This text has a different meaning from conventional Caribbean discourse in that
it is attempting a theoretical model that can encompass the Caribbean. While it
has been a common trend in Caribbean region studies to pay attention to and
explain these cultural aspects, it is because Benitez Rojo looks for structural
factors that have brought these cultural aspects, and explains the cultural diversity
and commonalities in the Caribbean in relation to structural factors. In this paper,
we would like to follow Benitez Rojo’s explanation and examine the meaning of
plantation in the formation of Caribbean identity.

Key words La isla que se repite, Caribbean Studies, plantation, Caribbean
culture, african slaves
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