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Juan de Pedraza’s Sacramental Act
and the Dance of Death

— Focused on Farce called Dance of Death —

Lee, Man-Hee
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Lee, Man-Hee(2022), “Juan de Pedraza’s Sacramental Act and the Dance of
Death — Focused on Farce called Dance of Death —”, Revista Asiatica de
Estudios Iberoamericanos, 33(2), 61-81.

Abstract InJuan de Pedrasa's sacramental act called the Dance of Death, two
medieval motifs are mixed: ‘Dance of Death’ and ‘Ars moriendi’. The dramatist
reproduces the medieval function of death, equality before death, and at the same
time shows the exceptional deferment of death. As it is a work of the Counter-
Reformation period, the play suggests that death can be deferred according to
divine providence. Through this, the author clearly states the modern vision that
a ‘good life’ leads to a ‘good death’. A ‘bad death’ is a sudden death that is
deprived of the opportunity of conversion for past mistakes. Pedraza shows the
Catholic discourse of the Counter-Reformation era that the ‘good life’ is a life
guided by the Catholic Church and following its teachings. And the core of the
teaching of the Church is to worship Christ present in the Eucharist. Juan de
Pedrasa's play brings the Counter-Reformation ideal to the Spanish audience,
conveying easily the difficult Catholic doctrine through the stage of the play.

Key words Juan de Pedraza, Sacramental act, Dance of Death, Golden Age
drama, Spanish literature
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