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Changes in Chile’s Education Reform
Policy and the New Constitution

Seong-Hun Lee
Seoul National University

Seong-Hun Lee(2022), “Changes in Chile’s Education Reform Policy and
the New Constitution”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 33(2),
109-131.

Abstract The fundamental problem with Chile's education system is that education
is dominated by the neoliberal market logic created by the 1980 Constitution. The
1980 Constitution more actively guaranteed “freedom of education” that private
schools and parents could enjoy than the “right to education” of citizens. As a result,
public education weakened and the private sector dominated the education market.
In this situation, the state remained in a passive role of subsidizing rather than actively
engaging in education, resulting in distortions such as separation of education and
weakening of public education.

The student demonstrations in 2006 and 2011 attempted to fundamentally change
the neoliberal education system. However, a series of reform measures have chosen
to correct some problems while maintaining the neoliberal framework of education
rather than essential changes. Students and civil society who were not satisfied with
these educational reform measures demanded the convocation of the Constitutional
Assembly and the enactment of the new Constitution, and secured an absolute
majority of seats in the Constitutional Assembly. Those who wanted to fundamentally
change the existing education policy tried to eliminate the legacy of the Pinochet
period by newly defining the “freedom of education” and “right to education” of the
existing constitution in the draft of the new constitution. In the end, in the new
constitution, the change from ‘subsidiary state’ to ‘social state’ became visible, and
structural disconnection from neoliberal education policy was specified while
strengthening the role of the state in the field of education.

In this paper, we will examine Chile’s educational policy direction in the future by
examining the changes in Chile’s educational policy and the provisions related to
education in the draft of the new constitution.

Key words Chilean education system, new constitution, neoliberal education
policy, freedom of education, right to education
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