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thet 7192 FAlE e R0 28RN0 dE2= 2QIED). O ZZ0| LiEL= A9
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719] 0}0] Z(Tos nifios de Fanco)’ AT} = 2] o= 501t} A|d(a gencracion
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oA Aot AHul7E EA]0f ¥l BRal Vi HgS ueti ukp-2]A|ofe}
A W T HAS W 22 AAS 3yt
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Abstract Ana Maria Matute is a representative member of the ‘50s generation’,
also known as the ‘Children of war’. Although the ‘50s generation’ experienced
the civil war in their childhood, the memory of the war remains an indelible scar
in their identity formation. Childhood trauma in Matute’s novels has been studied
in various ways. Traumatic impressions made in early childhood are not consciously
integrated into the layers of memory, but after a period of incubation, they emerge
obsessively afterwards. Whether it is a long historical trauma of a group or an
individual trauma, it is often forgotten by a defense mechanism and then manifests
itself in the form of repetitive compulsions after a long latent period. In this study,
we investigate the traumatic aspects of childhood in relation to the historical
trauma that manifests itself in the form of repetitive compulsions in Matute’s novel
First Memory. We analyze the processes of traumatic attachment, doublethink,
and reality avoidance used as defense mechanism in the context of oppression
and bondage of a Franco bourgeois family. We discuss the history of anti-
Semitism against the Chueta on the island of Majorca, and how the trauma of
human history resonates with individual trauma through the myth of Cain and
Abel. It is explored the implications of trauma awakening based on the underlying
trauma of maternal absence as an ethical responsibility of the survivor.

Key words Ana Maria Matute, childhood trauma, historical trauma, repetitive
compulsion
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