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This article examines the deterioration of Mexico's “Permanent
Revolution” since 1910 particularly in the light of Carlos Fuentes' novel,
The Death of Artemio Cruz (1962). The novel pursues a dramatic life of
Artemio Cruz, an illegitimate child and former revolutionary officer turned
millionaire, in reverse order. Cruz aptly took advantage of a whirlpool of the
revolutionary decade to lift up his social status and acquire an immense
fortune. In a sense, the whole trajectory of his life from the humble origin
in Veracruz to a wealthy and powerful position in Mexico City reminds us
of the path of the Spanish conquistadores (conquerors) in the early 16th
century who invaded the Mexican territory for gold, a symbol of avarice.
Throughout his career after the revolutionary decade, Cruz committed all
sorts of fraudulent misdemeanors while sacrificing the moral value of the
Mexican Revolution for his survival and self-interest. Consequently the
Revolution was betrayed and even dead.

As exemplified in a popular title “the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1940,"
many of previous works have claimed that after 1940, “the pivotal year,”
the Mexican Revolution began to modify its preceding radical orientation
represented by the Lazaro Cardenas presidency (1934-1940). However,
Cardenas’ period already demonstrated dual qualities of being both
revolutionary and conservative, that I believe were markedly reflected in
the formation of the official party named the PRM (Partido de la
Revolucion Mexicana), which eventually evolved into the PRI (Partido
Revolucionario Institutional) in 1946. In other words. the Céardenas
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presidency showed its transitional feature from radical reform politics to
moderate real politics over time, and laid the foundation for the one-party
dominant system and the state-managed economy that would last for the
next several decades.

Based on these statist policies, Mexico's “institutionalized Revolution,”
coincided with the “Mexican Economic Miracle,” since the mid-1940s
created numerous socio-economic and political contradictions. Prior to 1968,
when student-popular resistance was at its peak and the tragic Tlatelolco
massacre took place against demonstrators, the Mexican Miracle was
premised on the model of stabilizing development with an active
involvement of state. While keeping up high industrial growth and low
inflation, this developmental pattern tended to aggravate social inequality
and weaken the agricultural sector. Authoritarian practice and growing
corruption of the ruling party and the state machine also corroded popular
belief in the so-called institutionalized Revolution. The hegemony executed
by the official ideology of the Mexican Revolution was already being
undermined before 1968, for instance, in Stanley R. Ross’ edited monograph,
“Is the Mexican Revolution Dead?” (1966).

It should be noted that Carlos Fuentes skillfully narrates the death of the
Mexican Revolution by way of Artemio Cruz's theatrical life from 1889 to
1959, several years before the tragedy at Tlatelolco that epitormized
bankruptcy of the institutionalized Revolution. For Fuentes, Cruz is a
representation of the Revolution itself and Cruz's opportunist career for his
self-interest stands for the betrayed and broken Revolution by the new
ruling class.
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&g gEQed, 19 FAL o7ld 92X gn ‘9] 4 &
wp2igl Y JEZ g §39 A, 53] ode]ole ALBEHEmiliano
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Texas Press, 1925), 131ZojlA] Agl&,

2) Fernando Mires, La Rebelion Permanente: Las revoluciones sociadles en
América Latina (México, D.F.: Siglo veintiuno editores, 1988), 158%.

3) ‘Xaugelir': volxol HAZI(1876-191DE XA st UFY Alg Mdd,
ol & At 5 AAZE “GEHAoln FAT AL AFZEE ST F7 A5
A MAZ AR} John M. Hart, Revolutionary Mexico: The Coming and
Process o the Mexican Revolution (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1987), 353%.
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ol UlF T4 Y FAL T AFL Hustux AAsE A
1920d o]F = Aol 28 Y AYPo] olHRREY HPH 27 E Y
Mo g FASHAA ol&ul ‘¥ J1F'9 AY kg tAE A3 FH
Aot o714 Ixte 1910-1920d 9] FAMY FHE gy dASa,
192004 o] 9] “Ax3} FH'E ¥F & AAY Wz FAHY Aotk
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4) Michael C. Meyer & William L. Sherman, The Course of Mexican History, 2nd
ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983). Jean A. Meyer, La revolucion
mejicana, 1910-1940 (Barcelona: DOPESA, 1973), 9%,

5) Alan Knight, The Mexican Revolution: Vol 1. Porfirians, Liberals, and
Peasants (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), 301-309% #%. Alan
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Annales-ES.C 38 (2). 1983, 449-469.
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6) David C. Bailey, “Revisionism and the Recent Historiography of the Mexican
Revolution,” Hispanic American Historical Review 58 (1), 1978, 78%. Barry
Carr, “Recent Regional Studies of the Mexican Revolution,” Latin American
Research Review 15 (1), 1980, 7-8%.
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7F 218 =E2 Q) Stanley R Ross, ed., Is the Mexican Revolution dead?,
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muerte de la Revolucion Mexicana: el triunfo del sistema (México, DF.:
Claves Latinoamericanas, 1986).

12) John H. Coatsworth, Growth Aguinst Development. The Economic Impact of
Railroads in Porfinan Mexico (DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press,
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15) Amaldo Cérdova, La ideologia de la Revolucion Mexicana' La formacion del
nuevo régimen (México, D.F.: Ediciones Era, 1973), 154-155%.
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16) Howard F. Cline, Mexico: Revolution to Evolution, 130-1960 (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1962), 231-233%. Stanley Ross, ed, Is the Mexican
Revolution Dead? (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966).

17) Fernando Benitez, Ldzaro Cirdenas y la Revolucion Mexicana III. El
aardenismo (México, D.F.: Fondo de Cultura Econémica, 1977). Adolfo Gilly,
ed., Tres imdgenes del General (México, D.F.: Taurus, 1997), 57%.
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18) &3, “a#d 722 AA: SR A2y (Lazaro Cardenas)$t HAIE A
X 9] &ALl 1938-1945" MUALE A7R2E, 2002, 102%.

19) Thomas E. Skidmore & Peter H. Smith, Modern Latin America (5th edition)
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 217%.

20) Cline, op.cit.

21) Stephen R. Niblo, Mexico in the 1940s: Modernity, Politics, and Corruption
(Wilmington: Scholarly Resources, 1999), xviiZ%-



FleE~ Folie|Ao| Tol2Ejo|@ neAcl £2,(196200 LIEK HA| 2%l Hol M - ui 105

o ABEL WAIAATT AT HAD o7l Fad He
o] g WAl FolSHLtehs A7 opd ol A=y
A7)7 BUR PPV ngse AE L 9% £4L 1 £33
= an ol 927} 68 F2or & AL azlo] Brs ¥

442 Sl Qiths otk

=
=
]

oﬂ, Hu

l> rz =
m]m inj IIN _]8‘. 1)‘

9

[o]

7HA

D 7t2duz @7] o) e] &30 =4
el ge A old sz $45% o

ST AEANG, BE 19040 2 ANzel AAH BAel 195040
FQs aage W ZA AHG AL Apdolth 19408 HAYIZE Bt of
W slehas 2 E, Loaw 33, AYE"E B A FFow
A2 opde} skze F9 Bgolehs T3 ofd BEAY A,
Fud gonis ﬂoicolgi»q A% 2 Wanat Qo = A2
A7 9 YT AU oelel AGE olusl BYSE 2 e
e vj=a W2 BA HRe FE

% MaaE 19418 119 45usle] Bayel gelgn 2 ok nw
3 HA= FEPAA9YY) 4oz FARAG FFe] HY gL
19434 49 Fz2ME) Brjgo] $ET Hlole opu Avize) AL o
A ARz Aol SR FFol ATASL 19389 38 AN 2o} A
& TR 3 TAY RHAS 4L UL B4 AT A
9 FYAEE A% AAE G, A=) A 4Pl AAAE =R
t}.23)

22) Luis Gonzélez y Gonzalez, trans. by John Upton, San José de Gracia® Mexican
Village in Transition (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1974), 217-218%. E!
Nacional, 12 de diciembre, 1940, 1, 7%, 18 de diciembre, 1940, 4%

23) El Universdl, 21 de abril, 1943, 1, 4%. AA|ZFA] v}Z Al ZAF2 A=
(Josephus Daniels)7} 7h2dvt2 A7) o FF A4 EE HAMA7]2ln HE
AR A2 gt agste Zhdols IFA e 2EdM ALHoz )
g opdle} sintze}l ZTRFY F=UEY g 1910d Y ¥ 2= o)F
ojzl k3 AA 7he] whdo)ith José Guillermo Morales. Unidn de dos
pueblos: la entrevista de Monterrey (México, D.F.: Prensa Asociada Mexicana,
1943), 37. 48%.
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24) James W. Wilikie & Edna Monzon de Wilkie, eds, “Marte R. Goémez,
Agrarista,” México visto en el siglo xx' entrevistas de historia oral (México,
DF. Instituto Mexicano de Investigaciones Econémicas, 1969), 134%.

25) Betty Kirk, Covering the Mexican Front: The Battle of Europe Versus
America (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1942), 233%.

26) Kevin ]. Middiebrook, The Paradox o Revolution Labor, the State, and
Authoritarianism in Mexico (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press,
1995), 1-2%.
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27) Héctor Aguilar Camin & Lorenzo Meyer, trans. by Luis Alberto Fierro, In the
Shadow of the Mexican Revolution: Contemporary Mexican History, 1910-
1989, (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1993), 200%.

28) Donal C. Hodges, Mexican Arnarchism dfter the Revolution (Austin: The
University of Texas Press, 1995), 53-67%.

29) Aguilar Camin & Meyer, op.cit., 199%.

30) Wayne A. Cornelius, Mexican Politics in Transition. The Breakdown o a
One-Party-Dominant Regime (La Jolla: Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies,
UCSD, 1996), 24-25%.
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31) Frank R. Brandenburg, Mexico: An Experiment in One Party Democracy,

Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 1956).

32) Jaime Torres Bodet, Memorias: Afos contra el tiempo (México, D.F.: Editorial

Porrua, 1969), 442%.

33) E'-E] Hlo}(1952), BEba(1954), HelHel(1954), o}2HEIVH1955), Fhpwk(1955),

Hl°¥(1956) olol€](1956), Y7Het=H(1956), &F2t2(1956), Hlu]SAe}(1958)

Fo| gl olvg]y} mrtEe] 1950t R FdElY AXH TS

Zﬁ‘i‘if/}. Edwin Lieuwen, Arms and Politics in Latin America (New York:
Frederick A. Praeger, 1961), 55-56%.
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kx| 27] Al Z3c}. Meyer & Sherman, op.cit, 652-655%
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35) Irene O'Malley, The Myth of the Revolution: Hero Cults and the Institutionali-
zation of the Mexican State, 1920-1940 (New York: Greenwood Press, 1986),
113, 119%.

36) Frank Tannenbaum, The Mexican Agrarian Revolution (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1929). Eyler N. Simpson, The Ejido: Mexico’s Way Out
(Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1937).

37) Cérdova, opcit. Adolfo Gilly, trans. by Patrick Camiller, The Mexican
Revolution (London: Verso, 1983). o144, “AAZHHAL A7l glojx Ha 5
BFoA 4 o2 olve]sl AT A1, 1990, 8-9%,

38) Arnaldo Cédova, La politica de masas del cardenismo (México, D.F.: Ediciones
Era, 1974).

39) Ross, opcit. Alejandro del Palacio Diaz, Agonia y muerte de la Revolucién
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