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Abstract The objective of this paper is twofold. One is to present a bird’s-eye
view of the geopolitical and geo-economic changes that have been made in
Latin America, drawing particular attention to the impact of China on Latin
American development. The other objective is to present the longer-term
implications of the broad changes that occurred in the age of post-neoliberal
reforms. We have already witnessed a long wave of regional integration drives
to be broken up into three blocs and an upsurge of the ‘pink tide’ in Southern
Cone countries.

In recent years, new trends have emerged in economic and social
development thinking. ECLAC’s slogan of ‘development with equity’ also
prevailed among economic policy makers under the center and leftist
governments. They emphasize the role of a strong state, social cohesion, and
industrial policy in upgrading the economy and society. It is precisely because
the paradigm of development thinking changed. The trickle-down theory of
neoliberal economics lost influence in academics and policy-making circles.
Instead, social policy measures under the form of cash transfer programs with
educational opportunities flourished across the continent.

Key words geopolitcs, inter-industry trade, Mercosur, Alba, the Pacific Alliance,
the dutch disease



