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(2007) and soldiers of Salamis(2002).

Abstract Spain moved successfully from the harsh dictatorship of Francisco
Franco for 36 years to a liberal democratic state thanks to the political pacts
among political leaders. In this process, the Spanish 1977 Amnesty Law called
‘Pact of Silence’, which shielded any Franco era crime from being put under trial,
took a decisive role. However, it became the ‘Time of Memory’ in the 1990’s of
Spain with the influence of similar cases in Chile, Argentina, and South Africa.
The Historical Memory Law proposed by the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party
government and passed by the Spanish Congress of Deputies on the 31st of
October, 2007 was the result of this stream of time. In spite of the expectations of
a sector in the Spanish society which demanded radical means to put the
Francoist criminals under trial, the law concentrates on recognizing the victims
on both sides of the Spanish Civil War and the victims of the dictatorship of
General Francisco Franco without any article on the trial of criminals. In fact, the
law declared that it succeeded to the spirit of the Transition and respected
national reconciliation concordance. Javier Cercas’ successful novel, Soldados
de Salamina reflects this philosophy although it was published five years before
the law. The novel which narrates the biography of Sanchez Mazas, who is one
of the most important Spanish Fascist ideologues and who pursues a republican
soldier that saved the Mazas' life, concludes that ideologies and politics which
brought the war are only futile. Probably this spirit is the reflection of predominant
attitude of the contemporary Spaniard about the traumatic past. In this sense, it
can be argued that the novel had predicted the contents of the Historical
Memory Law which was enacted five years later.

Key words Historical Memory Law of 2007, Amnesty Law of 1977, Pact of Forgetting
Soldiers of Salamis, Javier Cercas



