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Chicanas’ Three Mothers and Sandra
Cisnero

Seoung-Shik Kang

Seoul National University

Kang, Seong-Shik (2012), Chicanas’ Three Mothers and Sandra Cisneros.

Abstract Traditionally, Mexican American women or Chicanas have three
female models: La Virgen de Guadalupe, the impossible and too unrealistic
model; La Malinche, the traitor and ‘la chingada’; and La Llorona the betrayed,
passive, and wailing woman. However, Chicana feminists and authors, who find
alternative values in their stories, myths, and legends, subvert the oppressive or
negative connotations associated with them and create a Chicana Trinity. By
recreating the three symbolic figures as positive role models, they provide new
meanings to maternity and sexuality. They position the legendary women as
figures that inspire opposition to (male) domination. A Chicana writer, Sandra
Cisneros, using the twisted or reversed constructions of the traditional versions,
motivates Chicanas to be more active women who can find a way to survive in
the adverse society. In “Little Miracles, Kept Promises”, Chayo neutralizes her
criticism toward La Virgen de Guadalupe and acquires a new vision of the
goddess, her culture, and her being. In “Never Marry a Mexican”, Clemencia
struggles against her marginal state and revives the power of the La Malinche
and La Llorona. Also, in “Woman Hollering Creek”, Cledfilas listens to La
Llorona’s voice not as a voice of endurance or pain but as a voice of liberation
or independence. Therefore, as a writer, Cisneros intends to impulse Chicanas
to transform the world.

Key words Chicana, Guadalupe, Malinche, Llorona, gender, sexuality
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