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The duality of dona Ana and don Fermin
in La Regenta

Misun Kwon
Kyung Hee University

Kwon, Misun (2012), The duality of dofia Ana and don Fermin in La
Regenta.

Abstract According to critics, La Regenta was considered as the first
naturalistic novel and one of the best novels in Spanish literature. Therefore we
have studied and researched much until today in several respects: in
comparison with French and Spanish naturalist writers; compared with Don
Juan; in feminism and psychological analysis of several characters. | think
almost nothing left to study on this work, as there are abundant studies of La
Regenta. But analyzing this work, | have seen a link between free indirect
discourse and duality of the main characters, specially Ana Ozores and Fermin
De Pas. Although La Regenta is written in naturalistic style, it does not fully
conform to the canons of naturalism. La Regenta stands transgression of the
dogma of total objectivity.

Almost of segments in La Regenta is doubly motivated, both contributing to the
characters and constituting a reflecting device. Doubleness permeates La
Regenta, and every element is conscious of and determined by its contrary.
Segments are not simply opposites of one another; rather, one segment makes
strange another segment in a reflection with combines similarity with difference
in an ambiguos manner. This division of unity into doubleness is but the first
strategy of the fragmentation of the text. Once the narrator’ s authority has been
debilitated, however, the fragments engage in dialogic interplay beyond his
control. This leads to a duality of meanings and of the characters.

Key words naturalism, body, soul, free indirect discourse, duality



