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The Origin of Aboriginal Leadership
Revealed in Cha’-Chak Ceremony

Hea Joo Chung
Institute of Iberoamerican Studies
Busan University of Foreign Studies

Chung, Hea Joo(2013), The Origin of Aboriginal Leadership Revealed in
Cha’-Chak Ceremony.

Abstract \When the maize cultivation begins most of villages in Yucatan peninsula
do Ch'a-Chak ceremony, “Bring-Rain” ritual. It is a public event for whole village
and the schamanic priest h-men leads it. All village people prepare multi-layered
tortilla tutiles, sacred beverage balche’, and the victim turkey. The h-men
prepares sacred space on the table by making naval and three closed wall and
an open entrance. He enters through it, and he himself be Axis-Mundi. And put
every corner a man who sustains heaven. The Axis-Mundi, h-men moves
counterclockwise circle trying to summon the Rain God to bring the rain. The
action of today’s h-men could find in Formative period of Mesoamerican
civilization ruins such as Chalcatzingo cave and pottery, ceremony center of
Teopantecuanitlan, and Humboldt celt. The aboriginal leadership that began with
the cultivation of crop continues even today as useful Prehispanic legacy.

Key words H-men, Cha’-chak, Summons God, Axis Mundi, Prehispanic legacy
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