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EME}. oA A o & l Fubel= Al A a] Algte 2 s w52l
& Lol BhE R 2 7] AA A EE AstA 7= Aol =
7(40] ﬁxu} Ibid., 87)

ChE ol ] S .2 2501 0, el B S
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A Study of the Images of Intellectuals
during the Spanish Colonial Period in
Angel Rama’s Lettered City

Seong Hun Lee
Institute of Latin American Studies Seoul National University

Lee, Seong Hun (2013), A Study of the Images of Intellectuals during the
Spanish Colonial Period in Angel Rama’s Lettered City.

Abstract The purpose of the present study lies in examining the images of
intellectuals in Angel Rama’s texts, with a focus on the colonial period. Through
the concept of the “lettered city (ciudad letrada)”, he shows that intellectuals
greatly contributed to the maintenance and fortification of the colonial order and
were not only handmaidens to but also masters of power. Rama writes that their
social function of leading the operation of colonial society and legalizing power
groups has continued even after independence. Basically, he considers the
raison d’etre of intellectuals itself in terms of coexistence with power. However,
as Rolena Adorno shows in an analysis of E/ primer nueva cronica y buen
gobierno (The First New Chronicle and Good Government), the fact that other
voices resisting colonial power existed demonstrates the reality that the colonial
intellectual community, or the “lettered city”, was not necessarily homogenous.
In other words, it is possible to critique Rama’s Lettered city as having viewed
contemporary “lettered city” as overly homogenous and to confirm the existence
of “lettered cities” other than that of the writer. In the end, Rama’s theorization of
the ciudad letrada and intellectuals can be said to have certain limitations
notwithstanding its significance in critical history. In this respect, his reserved
allusions to the construction of cities in Latin America will serve as an important
starting point. In addition, an attitude that seeks to understand the images of
intellectuals during the colonial period in a more complex manner instead of
homogenizing them will be of considerable help to understanding the practical
roles demonstrated by intellectuals in subsequent intellectual history and social
movements in Latin America.
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