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T 2(Gobernador)2
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The political colonization of Aztec Empire
during the 16th century:
Change or Continuity?

Yoonkyung Kim

Institute of Latin American Studies, Seoul National University

Kim, Yoonkyung(2013), The political colonization of Aztec Empire during the
16th century: Change or Continuity?

Abstract This article tries to analyse the colonization of Aztec Empire during the
16th after the conquest, focused on the political aspects. Europeans established
colonial systems to govern the indigenous people, using or changing Indigenous
institutions. First of all, as for the continuous process, the Spanish made a political
structure on the basis of Altepetl which had been an important political unit of
Aztec Empire. And the part of Indigenous ruling class of Aztec Empire played a
important part in the politics of colony area. They survived and became colonial
officials. As far as the changing procedure, cabildo, a new political system was
organized in the municipal government and corregidor was appointed by the
king to control the local government of the colony. By the way, the important thing
is that all of these processes formed the part of colonization. Altepetl was used
of an basis of the politics of the colony and the indigenous ruling class were
subordinated to the spanish. This is the real meaning of the transformation and
the continuity which Aztec Empire had undergone after the conquest.

Key words Aztec Empire, colonization, altepetl, corregimiento, encomienda,
cabildo
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