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Abstract On October 5th of 2012 was the 50 year anniversary of Diplomatic
relationships between Korea and Ecuador. The bilateral relations between these
two countries for the past 5 decades can be classified into two periods: First
period corresponds to the beginning of the diplomatic relations between Korea
and Ecuador in 1962. And covers the entry of South Korea and North Korea to
the UN in 1991. Until then the exterior politics of Korea towards Ecuador had
been Cold War centric. In the seventies, the petroleum crisis in the Middle East
causes Ecuadorian oil importation on accordance with the policy of source
diversification for crude oil sources. The second period comprises the step of
consolidation of foreign commerce diplomacy and economic cooperation, in
which Korea started to develop multilateral diplomacy and regional cooperation
by entering OECD in 1996.

Korea’s Foreign policy towards Ecuador that developed with the UN was mainly
based on the anti-communist ideology which then moved towards foreign
commerce and cooperation diplomacy giving importance to economic factors
and bilateral relations. With the beginning term of President Rafael Correa in 2007
the political and economic situation in Ecuador started to change and some
different opinions started to surge regarding diplomatic issues concerning the
nuclear issue in the Korean peninsula, the trade imbalance and the regulations
of the international cooperation for development, etc. To resolve such problems
the factors of the 2008 constitution, the equitable relations as sovereign countries,
the principles of mutual benefit and non-interference in national politics that are
basic outlines of foreign policy of Ecuador must be taken into account. This paper
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aims to expose some alternatives to solve this issues and has the ultimate goal to
work to strengthen the relations between these two counties.

Key words Diplomacy, Korea-Ecuador, Bilateral Relations, Economic cooperation,
Foreign trade



