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Study on Comic Styles Found in Pure
Comedy of Comedia nueva

Yong-Wook Yoon

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Yoon, Yong-Wook(2014), Study on Comic Styles Found in Pure Comedy of
Comedia nueva.

Abstract Comedia nueva, an innovative play created by Lope in the 17th century,
is still dominating truly various types of plays and yet, a field of play which actually
had made a success of this Comedia nueva in the beginning possible was
considered pure comedy but nothing else. Hence, throughout the whole 17th
century, an unimaginable number of pure comedies have been staged, and
when you take a closer look at all those pure comedies at that time, you could
learn that despite the vast amount of the concerned play, each of them has been
written and staged with relatively formulaic comic styles applied only regularly.
Back then, there were basically two representative comic styles which would be
frequently found in comic plays, and one of them was female dominance as in a
senseless structure, and the other one was confusion and misunderstanding. In
addition, the former comic style, the female dominance, is being found in comic
plays while describing women as a ‘woman with superhuman strength’ and a
‘woman with authority’, and that could be referred to as a comic style proper
enough to express ‘fantastic comedy’ of those times, mainly. The latter, the
confusion and misunderstanding, is basically thought to be a comic style for
‘daily comedy’ of those times, and in detail, these confusion and
misunderstanding would be categorized into ‘confusion and misunderstanding
caused by slanders’ and ‘another confusion and misunderstanding caused by
the darkness of the night’ This study would be a chance for you to approach the
truth of Spanish comedy in the 17th century even more soundly while discussing
those comic styles used at that time more carefully. In the end, while improving
understanding on every different feature of Spanish comedy in the 17th century,
the study would help you define a reputation and a right position of both play
and comedy of Spain in the 17th century not only in the field of 1.000-year-old
Spanish literature but also in the world literature.



Key words Female dominance, Confusion and misunderstanding, Comic style,
Pure comedy, Comedia nueva
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