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Californios in the 19th Century and the
‘Spanish Fantasy Past’ in Ramona(1884)

Euna Lee
Seoul National University

Lee, Euna(2014), Californios in the 19th Century and the ‘Spanish Fantasy
Past’ in Ramona(1884).

Abstract Helen Hunt Jackson's famous novel, Ramona(1884) portrays melodramatic
and interethnic romance that reproduces the privileged status of European
heritage that displaced California’s nineteenth-century Spanish-Mexican and
Indian populations. Ramona is generally considered the original source for
Southern California’s ‘Spanish Heritage Revival’ tradition because of its nostalgic
and picturesque depiction of Old California.

The essay introduces dominant criticism about the novel’s role in promoting the
‘Spanish Fantasy Past’ and historical interpretations of Californio’s socioeconomic
decline. To counter the Anglo-generated, institutionalized and historicized
‘Spanish Heritage Revival’, the essay highlights that the recent scholarships
about the early Californio rancho society have endeavored to uncover Californios’
involvement in constructing and configuring their identities. Mariano Vallejo, who
contributed to the creation of History of California, is regarded as the most
representative testimonial voice to the embodiment of Californio’s subjectivity.
To render a closer look at the inner life of Rancho society, the essay illustrates
that the conceptual code of intimacy is pertinently employed as a new critical
approach to the identities and historical consciousness of Californios. Drawing
on the premise that the gender and intimate relations played a significant role in
shaping women'’s public and private worlds, the essay reveals that an in-depth
analysis of Californios’ voices inscribed in the early testimonios and
historiographical narratives provides an alternative interpretation to the prevalent
‘Spanish Fantasy Past’.

Key words Helen Hunt Jackson, Ramona, ‘Spanish Fantasy Past’, Rancho
society in the 19th century California, Californio, Mariano Vallejo,
Testimonios, Intimacy
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