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Los detectives salvajes: Criticizing
Occidental Modernity by Configuring the
Periphery

Kyeongmin Lee
Seoul National University

Lee, Kyeongmin (2014), Los detectives salvajes: Criticizing Occidental
Modernity by Configuring the Periphery.

Abstract It is clear that Roberto Bolafio, who has persistently dug into the evil of
the contemporary world through his literary works such as Estrella distante,
Nocturno de Chile, 2666, etc., was aware of colonialism as a dark side of
modernity. Los detectives salvajes, which presents the social pathology of the
literary world by configuring the nomadic life and melancholic adventure of
peripheral writers, “realvisceralistas’ in the novel, possesses same critical
consciousness. In that context, this article analyzes how Bolafio problematizes
the parasitic relationship between political power and the society of intellectuals
trapped, despite the postcolonial events of the Mexican Revolution, by the
Eurocentrism of the 1920s, criticizes the subalternity of knowledge which
generated and strengthened the centre-periphery model in Mexican society, and
propounds the existence of other life-text as an uncertain possibility. This work
also confirms that Bolafio suggests that the essential nature of occidental
modernity is based on colonial barbarity.

Key words Coloniality, Knowledge, Los detectives salvajes, Modernity, Periphery,
Power



