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Magic and Fantasy of Gabriel Garcia
Marquez’s Novels Observed in Korean
Short Novels in the 2000s: Focusing on
the short-novels of Min-gyu Park, Jeung-
im Ham, Hyung-seo Park

Jeung-Im Ham
Dong-A University

Ham, Jeung-Im (2014), Magic and Fantasy of Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s
Novels Observed in Korean Short Novels in the 2000s: Focusing on the short-
novels of Min-gyu Park, Jeung-im Ham, Hyung-seo Park.

Abstract This study intertextually examined Gabriel Garcia Marquez's character
presentation method, creation technique, and stylistic characteristics as
observed in Korean short novels from the 2000s. For this purpose, the novels
were classified into three creation methodology categories, which are ‘name,
names — multiple reappearance of the same proper name’, ‘poetic resonance of
magical time and fantasy’, and ‘content and face of memory — wish and extension
of Gabriel Garcia Marquez style’. The multiple reappearance of the same proper
name is found in regard to two proper names, Jose Arcadio and Aureliano
Buendia, appearing in One Hundred Years of Solitude, one of Gabriel Garcia
Marquez's representative long and short novels. In the story, seventeen of the
characters are called same by these names. Min-gyu Park’s Bolivar, which
caricatures the falsehood of humans and the irony of history happening through
the medium of the proper name Bolivar at a village in Bolivia of South America in
the mid 20" century, shows a variation on Gabriel Garcia Marquez's technique
of multiple appearance of the same proper name. Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s
short novels are found to form two strata: Kafkaesque fantasy narratives with
strong poetic resonance arising from highly condensed symbolism without
noticeable outline, and traditional narratives of colloquial style. Jeung-im Ham'’s
early work First Love and another novel White Night published in the 2000s are
in a correlative relation with fantasy narratives in Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s short
novel in terms of the foreshadowing plot, juxtaposition of the real and the surreal,



development of weird events, and the pursuit of symbols. Most of Hyung-seo
Park’s short novels are implicated more deeply with Borges than with Gabriel
Garcia Marquez in the aspect of creation methodology, but at the same time are
connected implicitly to Gabriel Garcia Marquez's colloquial characteristic. The
convention of an old lady’s natural oral sense and style is found in the two writers’
styles. In Hyung-seo Park’s short novels Bus Stop, You and Village and a
Non-boring Dream, Gabriel Garcia Marquez's above-mentioned friendly
colloquial style and poetic use of time are conspicuous.

Key words Gabriel Garcia Marquez, multiple reappearance of the same proper
name, magic, fantasy, short novel, colloquial style
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