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Juan de Timoneda’s Sacramental Acts
and Music

Lee, Man-Hee
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Lee, Man-Hee(2015), Juan de Timoneda’s Sacramental Acts and Music.
Revista Iberoamericana.

Abstract Music played an important and essential role in the development of
sacramental act. This religious drama made an active use of musical elements to
educate the audience with the doctrines of the Council of Trent in the second half
of the 16th century. At this time, the sacramental acts of Juan de Timoneda were
created and the author used music in different ways from the former works of the
same genre. Timoneda reproduced and transformed functions of chorus in
ancient Greek tragedy. He replaced the prologue of Greek drama into Introit of
Catholic Mass. While the dramatist of ancient tragedy played the role as chief
priest of Dionysian festival, Timoneda charged the role of priests in the Catholic
Church, giving a sermon about the effect of the Sacrament of Eucharist to the
audience. The author made use of audiovisual elements actively like music and
dancing, not only to attract the public’s response but to arouse religious sensibility.
Timoneda placed music in the back of the stage, so he created a spiritual world
in contrast of a visible real world, which was resented at the front stage. Through
these reformations, Juan de Timoneda transformed Greek tragedy into Christian
mystery drama properly. In Spanish drama, sacramental act became an
important genre in the development of musical play like zarzuela. Timoneda’s
sacramental act was in a period of transition from dialogue drama to musical play.

Key words Juan de Timoneda, Sacramental act, Music, Renaissance drama,
Spanish literature
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