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Diaspora Experience and ldentity
Transfiguration in Miguel Barnet’s
Gallego

Hye Jin Cho

Korea University

Cho, Hye Jin(2015), Diaspora Experience and Identity Transfiguration in
Miguel Barnet’'s Gallego. Revista Iberoamericana.

Abstract This study analyzes an immigrant’s diaspora experience, formation
conditions and identity transfiguration in Miguel Barnet's Gallego from the
viewpoint of Bildungsroman. First of all, the protagonist achieves development
struggling to move away from the father figure, that is, he makes an effort to
overcome both biological father’s absence and that of social norms. Second, the
hero broadens his own perspective confronting with diverse social experience
and different culture one. He learns worldly wisdom and logic of how things go in
the world through various experience living in two countries. Lastly, the central
character accomplishes development participating in his society because thereby
he expands his focus of interest from private lives to public sphere. This paper
concludes that hero’s diaspora experience is a fundamental element for his own
formation.

Key words Bildungsroman, Identity, Diaspora, Gallego, Miguel Barnet
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