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Violence and Hierarchical Order
in La ciudad y los perros of Mario Vargas
Llosa: Similarity and Opposition

Byeongsun Song
University of Ulsan

Song, Byeongsun(2015), Violence and Hierarchical Order in La ciudad y los
perros of Mario Vargas Llosa: Similarity and Opposition

Abstract La ciudad y los perros is not only the first novel by Mario Vargas Llosa,
but also a starting point and a milestone for the Latin American novels in Europe.
And it can be called as a permanent rebellion against the established order,
based on the concept of Sartre. The young Mario Vargas Llosa discovered the
violence in the Military College of Leoncio Prado and it was, indeed, the
microcosm of the widespread violence and increasingly marked in Peru. This
study analyzes the violence and hierarchical order through similarity and contrast
of the contents, without ignoring the experimental and innovative form of this novel.
The similarity and opposition are important factors from the title and beginning of
the novel which manifests in the dichotomous relationships and order-obedience,
linked to the power, sexual role and violence existing between social and racial
classes. And this novel shows clearly that these binary relationships are not rigid
but flexible and contradictory aspect of the violence and the power.

Key words Mario Vargas Llosa, La ciudad y los perros, Similarity and Opposition,
Violence, Hierarchical Order



