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A critical approach to Profile of Man and
Culture in Mexico

Kyeongmin Lee
Chosun University

Lee, Kyeongmin(2016), “A critical approach to Profile of Man and Culture in
Mexico”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 27(1), 149-172.

Abstract The aim of this article is to make a critical approach to perspective on
Mexican culture and identity in Samuel Ramos’ Profile of man and culture in
Mexico. This work in which the author develops an argument against revolutionary
nationalism and Eurocentrism of the intellectuals of that time is undoubtedly the
first attempt of the psychoanalytic approach to Mexican cultural identity. Criticizing
both opposing ideological positions, Ramos underlines the need for an eclectic
way to form the identical culture of Mexico. He argues that one of the fundamental
characteristics of Mexicans is inferiority and he proposes to overcome this to ‘be
Mexican’ through the European culture beyond ‘becoming European’. However,
Ramos paradoxically fails to escape the Eurocentrism in that he does not
recognize the indigenous culture and indios as a social subject of the nation-state.

Key words Eurocentrism, El perfil del hombre y la cultura en México, Inferiority,
Nationalism



