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El Auto de los Reyes Magos.
lts genre, theme and theatrical originality

Seon-Uk Kim

Korea University

Kim, Seon-Uk(2017), “El Auto de los Reyes Magos: lts genre, theme and
theatrical originality”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 28(2), 1-
25.

Abstract This study investigates the genre, theme and theatrical originality of £/
Auto de los Reyes Magos, the first spanish medieval theatre. The text of £/ Auto
de los Reyes Magos seems incomplete. Because the work seems to end
suddenly in the scene of discussion by the rabbis without adoration of the Magi.
But if we consider the genre of liturgical theatre, since £/ Auto de los Reyes Magos
is a liturgical theatre which is inserted in the middle of the mass, it had to have
only 147 lines. However, the Magi’s episode and the Herod’s episode balance
each other in both structure and content, and contrast with each other. And
through the contrast of two episodes this work efficiently and effectively derive
the theme of the work, truth triumphs over falsehood. And using the original
theatrical equipments, £/ Auto de los Reyes Magos transform the original biblical
story into a tensioned and exciting play.

Key words El auto de los Reyes Magos, Spanish Medieval Theatre, Liturgical
Theatre
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