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Radul’s Institutional Leadership Building
and Cuban Power Elite’s Change

Ki-Hyun Kim

Sun moon University

Kim, Ki-Hyun(2017), “Raul’s Institutional Leadership Building and Cuban
Power Elite’s Change”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 28(2),
27-60.

Abstract We are discussing much about the economic change that has occurred
in Cuba after Raul Castro succeeded to the power of his brother, Fidel. But his
political change comparatively has not been well known. Economic reform
necessarily promotes political changes, and there is no doubt that for the
fundamental economic change it is indispensable that the political change must
accompany it. However, it is true that in Cuba the political change has advanced
more slowly than the economic change. But it is also certain that currently many
political changes are happening under the Raudl's government. The most
important change is in the form of leadership. Fidel had ruled on the base of his
individual charisma. But under Raul who doesn’t have this charisma, Cuba is
seeking institutional leadership. This pursuit of the change in the form of
leadership has caused the change of the role of the various governmental
organizations like political party. At the same time, Raul has brought some
meaningful changes in the power elite including generational succession and the
promotion of women and Afro-Cubans into leadership positions. This article seeks
to analyze these recent political changes in Cuba under Raul Castro.

Key words Cuba, political change, leadership change, power elite, generational
succession



