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Problem of Classification of 17t
Century Spanish Comedia Palatina
— Focus on Tirso’s Amor médico —

Yong-Wook Yoon

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Yoon, Yong-Wook(2017), “Problem of Classification of 17 Century Spanish
Comedia Palatina-Focus on Tirso’s Amor Médico-", Revista Asiatica de
Estudios Iberoamericanos, 28(2), 61-87.

Abstract Spanish comedia palatina during the 17 century was one of two large
comic streams along with comedia de capa y espada, which ruled Spanish
theatrical world during that time. The essence was the parody of wrong social
custom and trend, and the playwriter’s free imagination to realize this parody
should have been guaranteed, for this, three dramatic devices such as exotic
spatial background, symmetric characters such as nobleman and slave, and
comic atmosphere to prevent moral judgment or political advertisement were
concretely utilized. Since 1990s, researches on comedia palatina and the outputs
were pouringly produced in Spanish academic circles. However, there were not
a few side effects such as too superficial and partial interpretation or application
of the essence of court illusionary drama and differential characteristics thereof
in the process. Through the analysis of Tirso’s play EIl amor médico, it can be
concretely determined how such wrong and superficial classification of comedia
palatina could be performed. This play is classified as the 17" century’s comedia
palatina by professor Oteiza, who completed the first modern annotation, when
concretely analyzing spatial background and characters, there is somewhat
inadequate aspect to provide mysterious and exotic flavor to the audience, due
to this, it can be said that the writer’s free imagination was not guaranteed.
Eventually, this is connected with absence of parody, the essence of court
illusionary drama. Henceforth, as a part of perfect approach to the actuality and
essence of the 17t century’s Spanish play, more careful dramatic classification
according to more accurate character determination and theorization of comedia
palatina is definitely required.

Key words comedia palatina, parody, writer's imagination, exotic spatial back-
ground, symmetric characters, comic atmosphere
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