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The Insufferable Gaucho, A Ciritical
Introspection about Literature
and the World

Kyeongmin Lee
Seoul National University

Lee, Kyeongmin(2017), “The Insufferable Gaucho, A Critical Introspection
about Literature and the World”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos,
28(3), 49-74.

Abstract The insufferable gaucho(2013), a collection of five short stories and two
essays and the first posthumous work of Roberto Bolafio, would be a literary
testament that comprehensively covers his critical consciousness about literature
and the world. This collection of short stories shares the general characteristics
based on the narrative technique of the police genre and the intertextuality of the
literary world of Bolafio that trace the cruel reality of the world. The tales of The
insufferable gaucho show pathological diseases of the modern world through the
desperate man dominated by violence, the world in decay, permanent violence,
the brutality of literature and the irony between good and evil. The two essays
scathingly criticize the current situation in which the mercantilism dominated the
world of literature and the writers and critics lost their sociocultural role. In this
way, Bolafio asks us to reflect on the deplorable world and find some remedy to
cure it.
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