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Neruda, Latin American Cultural Icon
and Postmemory

Jungwon Park
Kyung Hee University

Park, Jungwon(2017), “Neruda, Latin American Cultural lcon and Postmemory”,
Reuvista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 28(3), 213-243.

Abstract Pablo Neruda has been recognized as one of the global icons who can
represent Latin America. This essay studies cultural representation of Neruda and
its transformation within the theoretical framework of “postmemory”. While memory
narratives are in general written by the victims of traumatic experiences in the
past, postmemory signals the act of remembering from the second generation
who does not have direct contact or experience. Antonio Skarmeta’s pioneering
novel El cartero de Neruda attempts to negotiate his contradictory images
between “poet of love” and “poet of people”. As a postmemory narrative, the film
Il postino, on the one hand, creates a transnational and romantic Neruda apt to
the globalized ambience by displacing him into Italy from his home country. On
the other hand, recently released film Neruda brings him back to Chile and sheds
light on his conflictive relation with the people in order to question about
intellectuals’ social role and value in the 21st century. Thus, the postmemory
narratives on Neruda not only reflect on social needs at the time of remembering,
but also place him in the position of cultural capital.

Key words Pablo Neruda, postmemory, globalization, cultural capital, anti-
intellectualism, lettered city.
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