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John Beverley’s Criticism of
Ultraizquierdism and Postsubalternism

Seong-Hun Lee
Seoul National University

Lee, Seong-Hun(2018), “John Beverley’s Criticism of Ultraizquierdism and
Postsubalternism”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 29(3),
1-24.

Abstract Latinamericanism after 9/11, published in 2011 during Beverley's
intellectual journey, makes a significant change. These changes are closely
related to the political changes in Latin America, so called the rise of Pink Tide.
With the advent of Pink Tide, the traditional view of the state, subaltern politics
and culture that had been viewed by the subaltern studies has lost its grip on
reality and now needs a new form of intellectual justification. He actively
interpreted the social forces driving changes in Latin America and tried to
reconstruct the existing intellectual attitude to theorize about this new political
performance.

Beverley argues that, in the reality that the subaltern’s social movements
participating in the government, a progressive overcome of the subaltern studies
should begin with overcoming the mechanical separation of the state and the
subaltern. He also points out that the role of the state should be newly justified.
His claim that a theoretical frame for a new rethinking of the relationship between
the state and the subaltern and the restructuring of the state is needed led to the
postsubalternism.

In this article, | examined Beverley’s intellectual trajectory to postsubalternism,
and then presented the background and the main issues of postsubalternism
briefly.

Key words John Beverley, Pink tide, ultraizquierdism, postsubalternism, Latin
american subaltern studies



