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Main Stream Discourses and Laclau’s
of the Latin American Populism:
Perspective of the modernity

and one of People as Subject
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Ahn, Tae Hwan(2019), “Main Stream Discourses and Laclau's of the Latin
American Populism: Perspective of the modernity and one of People as
Subject’, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 30(3), 39-73.

Abstract This article analyzes the main stream discourses and Laclau's of the
Latin American Populism. Populism is a theory with the very difficult and
ambiguous themes. But specially Populism is indispensable to understand the
Latin American Politics. Because the antagonistic front between the minority elite
of oligarchy and the majority people is a key word to comprehend the Latin
American Politics. The main stream discourses indicate Germani's that interpret
the populism of the 1940-50s and Weyland's that treat the Neopopulism of the
1980-90s. Laclau's appeared after the 1990's. Germani interprets the populism
as a manipulation, propaganda and mobilization of the people. And also interprets
as a class-alliance in the transition period of the national development. Weyland
affirms that the latter disappears and the former remains. That is to say, the main
stream discourses show the perspective of the hierarchical modernity which
discloses that the elite sees the people as a object and emphasizes the national
development. Meanwhile, Laclau interprets the populism very differently with the
main stream'’s. According to him, the populism is not a ideology but political logic
that promotes the radical democracy. The starting point is the appearance of the
people as a subject. It emphasizes the demand of the people. More concretely
the equivalent chain of the people.

Key words Main stream discourses, Laclau, hierarchical modernity, demand
of the people, equivalent chain
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