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Abstract This study examines the relationship between discourses on Latino
illegality and struggles for citizenship. In particular, the illegality focusing on
Mexican immigrant workers reveals the gradual expanding and intensifying
process from Bracero Program in the 1960s, through the militarization of border
areas since 1990, to the inauguration of the Trump administration. In addition to
the anti-immigrant sentiment in the dominant society, which has spread in tandem
with the expansion and reproduction of discourses of illegality, the concept of
citizenship, triggered by the growing population of immigrants from Latin America,
calls for a new perception. To understand the arbitrary and contradictory aspects
of illegality and the newly raised concept of citizenship, this study analyses the
political, ethical, and philosophical implications of the massive anti protest against
the anti-immigration law in 2006. It also reflects on the American immigration
issues by presenting a critical view on the new strategies of struggle and
citizenship raised by Latino scholars through the social changes that have
become conservative and rightward after the mega protests of Latino
communities.

Key words Latino, Citizenship, lllegality, Undocumented immigrant, Anti-
immigrant sentiment
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