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Unamuno’ Theory of the Novel and the
Existential Meaning of Human Being in
Three Exemplary Novels and a Prologue

Min-Hyun Cho
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Cho, Min-Hyun(2020), “Unamuno’ Theory of the Novel and the Existential
Meaning of Human Being in Three Exemplary Novels and a Prologue’,
Revista Asiética de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 31(1), 1-21

Abstract |n general, Unamuno's novels are usually understood as a medium to
convey his thoughts. However, it is difficult to evaluate his novels collectively
because they evolved according to the changes in his outlook on human beings
and society, or by his reflections on the genre of novels. If Love and Pedagogy,
published in 1902, became a milestone overcoming the 19th century realism of
Unamuno's first novel, Peace in War, Mist, published in 1914, is a full-fledged
work of reasons for the kind of novel he was pursuing. On the other hand, Three
Exemplary Novels and a Prologue, which appeared in 1920, can be seen as a
work which continues with his acclaimed work Mist, but also as an important effort
to provide a wider consideration on the meaning of human existence in the context
of the novel. In Mist, Unamuno recalled the problem of human existence in front
of the Creator by means of a meeting between the main character and the writer.
Meanwhile, in these exemplary novels based on ‘theory of the novel as life itself’,
he turned to the question of whether there is a willingness to become or not to
become something regardless of whether it is a real person or a fictional
character. In this way, this study explores the meaning of Three Exemplary Novels
and a Prologue in Unamuno's views on novel and examines how the existential
meaning of human beings, one of the representative issues raised by him,
appears in this work.

Key words Unamuno, Exermplary Novels and a Prologue, internal reality, existential
meaning, example
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