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‘Becoming-plant’ as Posthuman
Metamorphosis in Han Kang’s

The Vegetarian (2007) and Carmen
Boullosa’s Mejor Desaparece (1987)

Sun-Young Kim
Seoul National University

Kim, Sun-Young(2021), “Becoming-plant’ as Posthuman Metamorphosis in
Han Kang’s The Vegetarian (2007) and Carmen Boullosa’s Mejor Desaparece
(1987)”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 32(3), 79-100.

Abstract The purpose of this study is to analyze the similarities and differences
in the literary technique of the novels, The Vegetarian (2007) by Hang Kang
and Mejor Desaparece (1987) by Carmen Boullosa. Both novels embody the
posthuman metamorphosis by presenting the process of ‘becoming plant’ of
female narrators. In order to analyze the point that triggers the protagonist's
‘becoming plant’, this paper examines the positions of the narrators who are
located at the margin and analyzes metaphors related to violence, neglect, and
fear. Also, this paper illustrates how the femininity of female narrators is
reproduced in the eyes of others, and highlights the meaning of their wildness
and grotesqueness. Furthermore, this study reveals how the women as sexual
objectification are reborn through the posthuman metamorphosis. Finally, this
work analyzes ‘becoming plant’, in which the young narrators of Boullosa
transform from flowers to weeds and ‘becoming tree,” in which Yeong-hye
transforms into a tree. This analysis of the posthuman metamorphosis not only
offers a new perspective to understand their novels but also contributes to the
field of comparative literature studies between Korea and Mexico.

Key words Han Kang, Carmen Boullosa, The Vegetarian, Mejor desaparece,
Becoming-plant
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