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West Side Story and the Dilemma
of Puerto Rican Community
in the Post-Trump Era

Eunyoung Park

Seoul National University

Jungwon Park
Kyung Hee University

Park, Eunyoung and Park, Jungwon(2022), “West Side Story and theDilemma
of Puerto Rican Community in the Post-Trump Era”, Revista Asiatica de Estudios
Iberoamericanos, 33(1), 137-161.

Abstract West Side Story, one of the representative works of Broadway Musicals,
was recently remade by Steven Spielberg after half a century. The film actively
reflects the changes in the American sociopoalitical landscape of the post-Trump
era. Racial confrontations intensified in the Trump years are contemplated through
the young latinos” drama of conflicts and feuds counter the white boys. In that
respect, this article discusses Spielberg’s perception of the world and the
dilemma of the latino community through the analysis of the movie. For that, we
introduce Trumpism which is a new merge of 21st century nativism into an
ideology. It's characteristic reproduction of hatred towards foreigners and
immigrants is embodied in the way the white society treats the Puerto Ricans in
the film and the movie explores the identity issues of this community. In addition,
we analyse the narrative strategy of the director who put more highlights on the
‘puertorriquenidad’ compared to the movie made in 1961. Lastly we reexamine
the potentiality of the hybridity and of the bilingualism represented in the film and
discuss the cinematic imaginations that can go beyond the Trumpism.

Key words West Side Story, Trumpism, Latino, Puerto Rico, territoriality
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