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Revisiting the Chicano Movement:
Oscar Zeta Acosta’s The Revolt
of the Cockroach People and the
1960s counterculture

Euna Lee
Seoul National University

Lee, Euna(2013), “Revisiting the Chicano Movement: Oscar Zeta Acosta’s
The Revolt of the Cockroach People and the 1960s counterculture”, Revista
Asidatica de Estudios Iberoamericanos, 34(3), 143-172.

Abstract The Revolt of the Cockroach People by Oscar Zeta Acosta is a highly
significant novel that captures the Chicano movement and youth resistance
culture in Los Angeles within the context of the 1960s countercultural era. Acosta
illuminates how the methods of the Chicano movement generation in this urban
area create both alignment and fractures within Mexican-American political
ideologies. The narrative delves into the impassioned daily lives of young activists
actively engaged in this movement and simultaneously explores the critical
perspectives of those outside this collective flow. Beyond interpreting the decline
of the movement as a reaction to Chicano nationalism, this study focuses on how
the utopian aspirations envisioned by the Chicano youth of the 1960s are reflected
in Acosta's autobiographical novel.

Emphasizing spatial, temporal, and cultural contexts, the discussion revolves
around the codes of urban and barrio life in Los Angeles, legal narrative, and the
Chicano youth generation, colloquially known as ‘Vatos Locos’. This approach
enables a nuanced understanding of Acosta’s dedication and criticism, elucidating
the conflicts within his commitment and critique amid the Chicano movement and
countercultural resistance. By connecting Acosta’s devotion and critique to the
spatiotemporal significance of 1960s Los Angeles, this paper aims to provide a
substantive comprehension of the interplay between the Chicano movement and
countercultural resistance.

Key words Oscar Zeta Acosta, Chicano Movement, 1960s counterculture, The
Revolt of the Cockroach People
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